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a b s t r a c t
The recent bloom of a giant jellyﬁsh Nemopilema nomurai has caused a danger to sea bathers and ﬁshery
damages in the waters of China, Korea, and Japan. The present study investigated the cytotoxic and hemolytic
activities of crude venom extract of N. nomurai using a number of in vitro assays. The jellyﬁsh venom showed
a much higher cytotoxic activity in H9C2 heart myoblast than in C2C12 skeletal myoblast (LC50 = 2 µg/mL vs.
12 µg/mL, respectively), suggesting its possible in vivo selective toxicity on cardiac tissue. This result is
consistent with our previous ﬁnding that cardiovascular function is a target of the venom. In order to
determine the stability of N. nomurai venom, its cytotoxicity was examined under the various temperature
and pH conditions. The activity was relatively well retained at low environmental temperature (≤ 20 °C) and
dramatically lost at high temperature (≥ 60 °C). In pH stability test, the venom has abruptly lost its activity at
low pH environment (pH ≤ 4). Interestingly enough, however, its activity was not signiﬁcantly affected even
at the highest pH environment tested (pH ≤ 12) in the present study. Additionally, hemolytic activity of the
venom was examined using the erythrocytes of cat, dog, human, rabbit and rat. Venom concentrationdependent hemolysis could be observed from 10 µg/mL of protein equivalents or higher with variable
potencies in different species, among which dog erythrocyte was the most susceptible to the venom
(EC50 = 151 µg/mL). SDS-PAGE analysis of N. nomurai venom showed the molecules of 20–40 kDa and 10–
15 kDa appeared to be the major protein components of the venom.
© 2009 Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

1. Introduction
Many marine invertebrates are included in the phylum Cnidaria,
i.e. jellyﬁsh, sea anemones and corals. One of the most distinctive
aspects of cnidarian physiology is related to its biologically active
components and organelles contained in specialized cells called
nematocysts, which are located along the tentacles and body. These
organelles are ﬁlled with toxins and discharge their content upon an
appropriate stimulation. The accidental sting by venomous jellyﬁsh
can result in severe local and systemic pathologies, in some cases, can
lead to death (Williamson et al., 1996). Nemopilema nomurai (also
called ‘echizen kurage’) is one of the largest jellyﬁshes, with a
maximum bell size up to 2 m and weighs up to 200 kg (Yasuda, 2004).
Unusual large blooms of N. nomurai have occurred for the last years
(Yasuda, 2004; Uye, 2008) in Yellow sea, East China Sea, and East Sea.
Biochemical and toxicological studies of jellyﬁsh venoms have
been reported by other investigators regarding their hemolytic (Torres
et al., 2001), insecticidal (Yu et al., 2005a), cardiovascular (Ramasamy
et al., 2005a,b), antioxidant (Yu et al., 2005b), enzymatic (Helmholz

et al., 2007), and cytotoxic (Helmholz et al., 2007; Carli et al., 1996)
activities. Toxic components of these jellyﬁsh venoms are believed to
be a type of proteins. On the other hand, our knowledge about N.
nomurai jellyﬁsh venom is extremely scarce. Based on a case report
study of patients exposed to N. nomurai tentacles, the sting was very
painful with a strong burning sensation, followed by erythematous
eruption with small vesicles (Kawahara et al., 2006). Our previous
study demonstrated that N. nomurai jellyﬁsh venom had a cardiodepressant effect on rodent animal model, which is accompanied by a
marked hypotension (Kim et al., 2006). The toxicological nature of this
venom has neither been characterized nor clearly described yet. In the
present study, we examined N. nomurai jellyﬁsh venom in toxicological perspective using various experimental techniques, including
comparative cytotoxicity test. We propose this as a novel method that
can be applied for the research of natural toxins.
2. Materials and methods
2.1. Chemicals and reagents

⁎ Corresponding author. Tel.: +82 55 751 5812; fax: +82 55 751 5803.
E-mail address: ekim@gnu.ac.kr (E. Kim).
1532-0456/$ – see front matter © 2009 Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.
doi:10.1016/j.cbpc.2009.03.003

Dulbecco's Modiﬁed Eagle's Medium (DMEM), penicillin, streptomycin sulfate, trypsin, dimethyl sulphoxide (DMSO), 3-(4,5-dimethylthiazol-

86

Digital Repository Universitas Jember
C. Kang et al. / Comparative Biochemistry and Physiology, Part C 150 (2009) 85–90

2-yl)-2,5-diphenyltetrazolium bromide (MTT) and Alsever's solution
were purchased from Sigma-Aldrich Inc. (St. Louis, MO, USA). All
other reagents used were of the purest grade available.
2.2. Jellyﬁsh collection and preparation
Mature specimens of N. nomurai jellyﬁsh were captured from
Korea Strait along the coasts of Tongyoung in September, 2007. The
tentacles dissected from the jellyﬁsh were stored in ice and
transferred immediately to our laboratory for further preparation.
Nematocysts were isolated from the dissected tentacles as described
by Bloom et al. (1998) with a slight modiﬁcation. In brief, tentacles
were gently swirled with the addition of distilled water, then stood
still for 1–2 h to remove debris and sea water. After decanting the
supernatant, tentacles settled down at the bottom were mixed with
2× (v/v) distilled water and shaken vigorously for 3 min. The
detached nematocysts were separated by ﬁltering tentacle preparation through 4 layers of medical gauze. This was repeated for two
more times with additional distilled water to harvest nematocysts
from the tentacles. The ﬁltrates were centrifuged (700 g) at 4 °C for
20 min and the pellets (nematocysts) were lyophilized and stored
−20 °C.
2.3. Venom extraction and preparation
Venom was extracted from the freeze-dried nematocysts using the
technique described by Carrette and Seymour (2004) with a minor
modiﬁcation. In brief, venom was extracted from 50 mg of nematocyst
using glass beads (approximately 8000 beads; 0.5 mm in diameter)
and 1 mL of ice-cold (4 °C) phosphate buffered saline (PBS, pH 7.4).
These samples were shaken in a mini bead mill at 3000 rpm for 30-s
intervals for ﬁve times with intermittent cooling on ice. The venom
extracts were then transferred to a new Eppendorf tube and
centrifuged (22,000 g) at 4 °C for 30 min. This supernatant was
used as N. nomurai jellyﬁsh venom for the present study. Protein
concentration of the venom was determined by the method of
Bradford (1976) technique (Bio-Rad, CA, USA) and the venom was
used based on its protein concentration.

60 and 80 °C for 60 min, respectively. The treated venom was added to
the culture medium of H9C2 cells at the indicated concentrations for
24 h. The venom stability was then assessed by measuring its residual
cytotoxic activity as described above. In order to determine the
heating time-dependent venom stability, it was incubated at 40 °C for
the periods of 0, 10, 30 min and 2, 6 h, respectively. The venom was
then evaluated for its residual activity. We have also examined pHdependent stability of the venom using various pH buffered solutions
(Marino et al., 2004) with a little modiﬁcation. Brieﬂy, each aliquot of
the venom extract was adjusted its pH for the indicated level by
addition of 0.5 M of acetate (pH 2 and 4), 0.1 M of phosphate (pH 6, 7,
and 8) and 0.5 M of glycine–NaOH buffers (pH 10 and 12),
respectively. They were incubated for 1 h on ice, and their residual
cytotoxic activity was assessed as described above.
2.6. Hemolysis assay
Hemolytic activity of the venom was tested using the erythrocytes
of cat, dog, human, rabbit and rat. In brief, freshly collected blood
samples were immediately mixed with anticoagulant, Alsever's
solution (pH 7.4) to prevent blood coagulation. To obtain a pure
suspension of erythrocytes, 1 mL of whole blood was then made up to
20 mL in phosphate buffered saline (PBS, pH 7.4), and centrifuged at
1500 g for 5 min at 4 °C. The supernatant and buffy coats were then
removed by gentle aspiration, and the above process was repeated
two more times. Erythrocytes were ﬁnally resuspended in PBS to
make 1% solution for hemolysis assay. For this, various concentrations
of jellyﬁsh venom (0.01–2 mg/mL) were added to the suspension of
red blood cells obtained from ﬁve different species (cat, dog, human,
rabbit and rat). The venom–erythrocyte mixtures were incubated at
37 °C for 30 min in water bath and then centrifuged at 1500 g for 5 min
at 4 °C. The supernatants were transferred to 96-well microplates and
the absorbance at 545 nm was determined by using a spectrophotometric microplate reader (BioTek Instruments) to measure the
extent of red blood cell lysis. Positive control (100% hemolysis) and
negative control (0% hemolysis) were also determined by incubating
erythrocytes with 1% Triton X-100 in PBS and PBS alone, respectively.
2.7. SDS-PAGE

2.4. Cell culture and cytotoxicity assay
C2C12 (skeletal myoblast) and H9C2 (heart myoblast) cells were
used for assessing the cytotoxic activity of the venom. Cells were
cultured in Dulbecco's Modiﬁed Eagle's Medium (DMEM) supplemented with 10% fetal bovine serum (FBS), 100 U/mL penicillin,
100 µg/mL streptomycin at 37 °C with 5% CO2. The cells were seeded
in 24-well plates at a density of 104 cells/well and cultured for 24 h.
Non-adherent cells were removed by gentle washing with fresh
culture medium and N. nomurai jellyﬁsh venom was treated at the
indicated concentrations. After incubation (24 h), the treated cells
were examined and photographed under phase contrast microscopy.
Cytotoxicity was assessed by measuring mitochondrial dehydrogenase
activity, using 3-(4, 5-dimethylthiazol-2-yl)-2, 5-diphenyltetrazolium
bromide (MTT) assay. Brieﬂy, 100 µL of MTT solution (5 mg/mL)
was added to each well and incubated for another 3 h at 37 °C. After
removing the supernatant, the formazan crystal generated was dissolved
by adding 150 µL/well of dimethyl sulfoxide (DMSO) and the absorbance
was detected at 540 nm using a spectrophotometric microplate reader
(BioTek Instruments, Inc., Winooski, USA).

Electrophoresis was carried out according to Laemmli method
(Laemmli, 1970) using 16% polyacrylamide gel with 4% stacking gel.
Samples were resuspended in SDS-PAGE sample buffer (62.5 mM
Tris–HCl pH 6.8, 10% glycerol, 2% SDS, 0.01% bromophenol blue) and
incubated at 95 °C for 5 min, then stored at − 20 °C until use. Jellyﬁsh
venom protein (250 µg) was electrophoresed for 90 min at 100 V
constant voltage at room temperature, using Tris–glycine running
buffer. The molecular size marker, 3.5–260 kDa (Novex Sharp prestained protein standards, Invitrogen, CA, USA), was run parallel with
venom sample for molecular weight estimation. Protein bands were
visualized by Coomassie R-250 (Sambrook and Russell, 2001).
2.8. Statistical analysis
The results are expressed as a mean ± standard deviation (S.D.). A
paired Student's t-test was used to assess the signiﬁcance of
differences between two mean values. P b 0.05 was considered to be
statistically signiﬁcant.
3. Results

2.5. Stability of N. nomurai jellyﬁsh venom
3.1. Cytotoxicity of N. nomurai jellyﬁsh venom
Freshly prepared venom was incubated at the conditions of various
temperature and pH, and then the retained cytotoxic activity of the
venom was measured in H9C2 cells. For thermal stability study, each
aliquot of the venom was incubated at the temperatures of 4, 20, 40,

Heart myoblast H9C2 and skeletal myoblast C2C12 cells were
incubated for 24 h with various concentrations of N. nomurai jellyﬁsh
venom. A comparison of the relative cytotoxicity on the cells was
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decrease in cell density as well as an increase of rounded cell type, less
contact with one another and some cell detachment in both H9C2
(upper panel) and C2C12 (lower panel) cells after the 24 h incubation
with 1 µg/mL and 4 µg/mL, respectively. Higher concentration of N.
nomurai jellyﬁsh venom induced more serious morphological alterations in both cell types, including severe cell shrinkages. The
morphological changes corresponded well with the above cytotoxicity
tests. These ﬁndings suggest that treatment with N. nomurai jellyﬁsh
venom can induce toxicity against heart muscle and skeletal muscle
with a higher potency in the heart.

3.2. Stability of N. nomurai jellyﬁsh venom

Fig. 1. Cytotoxicity of N. nomurai jellyﬁsh venom on H9C2 and C2C12 cells. Exponentially
growing H9C2 (cardiac myoblast cell) and C2C12 (skeletal muscle cell) were treated
with various concentrations of N. nomurai jellyﬁsh venom for 24 h. The cytotoxic effect
was assessed by measuring mitochondrial dehydrogenase activity, using the 3-(4, 5dimethylthiazol-2-yl)-2, 5-diphenyltetrazolium bromide (MTT) assay. The formazan
crystal generated was dissolved by adding dimethyl sulfoxide (DMSO) and the
absorbance was determined at 540 nm using a spectrophotometric microplate reader
(BioTek Instruments, Inc., Winooski, USA). Cells incubated with no venom (PBS) were
taken as proper controls. The results are expressed as mean ± S.D. (n = 4), *P b 0.05,
#
P b 0.01, as compared with the control value.

illustrated in Fig. 1. H9C2 and C2C12 cells showed a venom
concentration-dependent cell death and their calculated LC50 (the
concentration that kills 50% of the cells) were 2.01 and 12.25 µg/mL,
respectively. As shown, 10 µg/mL of N. nomurai jellyﬁsh venom was
sufﬁcient to induce an almost complete cell death in H9C2 cells. On
the other hand, C2C12 cells appeared to be much less susceptible to N.
nomurai jellyﬁsh venom comparing with H9C2 cells. This result
suggests that cardiac myoblast is much more vulnerable than skeletal
myoblast to N. nomurai jellyﬁsh venom.
H9C2 and C2C12 cells were also carefully observed using an
inverted microscope and photographed in order to determine if N.
nomurai jellyﬁsh venom would induce any visible morphological
changes (Fig. 2). In comparison to control, the treated cells showed a

To investigate the venom stability under the various conditions of
temperature and pH, we used the cytotoxicity test with H9C2 heart
myoblast, which can be clinically more relevant as well as more
sensitive comparing with C2C12 skeletal myoblast. Thermal stability
study of N. nomurai jellyﬁsh venom showed that it can be progressively
affected upon the increases of its environmental temperature (Fig. 3A).
After the incubations for 60 min at 4 °C or 20 °C, the venom was
scarcely affected with retaining its full cytotoxic activity, whereas it
almost completely lost its activity at over 60 °C (Fig. 3A). Interestingly,
the thermal stability was variable at 40 °C depending on the
concentration of the venom, which is much more stable at a relatively
higher concentration than at lower concentrations. We have also
evaluated the retained activity of venom after incubating it at 40 °C for
various periods of time. As the incubation time increased, the venom
drastically lost its cytotoxic activity (Fig. 3B). This indicates that N.
nomurai jellyﬁsh venom is susceptible to heat treatment at high
temperature. However, it appears that the venom can retain a
signiﬁcant cytotoxicity for a relatively long period of time at ambient
temperature depending on the venom concentration. We can also
expect that the venom can be much more stable when it is
encapsulated in nematocyst, which is often encountered from dead
jellyﬁshes outside seashore and ﬁshing nets contacted with jellyﬁsh in
nature.
For the assessment of pH-dependent stability, we treated N.
nomurai jellyﬁsh venom at various pH conditions for 60 min on ice.
Then cytotoxicity of the treated venom was examined using H9C2 cells

Fig. 2. Morphological changes of H9C2 (upper panel) and C2C12 cells (lower panel) treated with N. nomurai jellyﬁsh venom. The cells were incubated in the absence or the presence
of N. nomurai jellyﬁsh venom at the indicated concentrations for 24 h. The morphological changes were examined using phase contrast microscopy.
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Fig. 4. pH stability of N. nomurai jellyﬁsh venom. The jellyﬁsh venom extract was
divided into microfuge tubes in a small volume and they were separately adjusted to an
appropriate pH by the addition of 0.5 M acetate (pH 2 and 4), 0.1 M phosphate (pH 6, 7,
and 8) or 0.5 M glycine–NaOH (pH 10 and 12) buffers, respectively. These pH-adjusted
venom preparations were allowed to stand for 1 h on ice with intermittent stirring.
After pretreatment, the retained cytotoxic effects of the venom (10 µg/mL) were
evaluated by using the cytotoxicity test as described earlier. Cells incubated with fresh
venom (PBS) of no pretreatment were taken as proper controls. The results are
expressed as mean ± S.D. (n = 3). *P b 0.05, #P b 0.01, as compared with the control value.

over 50 kDa. Especially, the molecules of 20–40 kDa and 10–15 kDa
appeared to be the major protein components of the venom. Further
study will be required to identify these molecular entities in the near
future.
4. Discussion
Fig. 3. Thermostability of N. nomurai jellyﬁsh venom. The extracted jellyﬁsh venom was
divided into microfuge tubes in a small volume and each venom aliquot was separately
treated as follows with intermittent stirring. In brief, the venom aliquots were preincubated at (A) different temperatures (4, 20, 40, 60 and 80 °C) for 60 min, or for (B)
different periods (0, 10, 30 min, and 2, 6 h) at 40 °C, respectively. Then, the biological
activity of each heat-treated venom sample was evaluated by assessing its remaining
cytotoxic activity after 24 h incubation on H9C2 cells as described earlier. The venom
tested immediately after extraction from nematocysts served as control. The results are
expressed as mean ± S.D. (n = 4). *P b 0.05, #P b 0.01, as compared with the control value.

The cytotoxicity test has been proposed as a reliable and
reproducible assay for assessing the toxic potency of jellyﬁsh venom
with a higher sensitivity than mouse lethality test (Ordóñez et al.,
1990). Although the cytotoxicity test of jellyﬁsh venom has not been
widely used, there are previous literatures, including the LC50 values
of jellyﬁsh venoms from Chrysaora quinquecirrha on CCL-13

as described above. As shown in Fig. 4, the treated venom drastically
lost its activity at low pH conditions (pH b 6). Interestingly, however, it
still preserves its full activity even after the treatment of high pH
conditions (up to pH ≤ 12) in our present study.
3.3. Hemolytic activity of N. nomurai jellyﬁsh venom
N. nomurai jellyﬁsh venom (10 to 2000 µg/mL) was assessed for its
hemolytic activity using the blood samples of various species. The
venom showed concentration-dependent hemolytic activities in all
the species tested in the present study (Fig. 5). The activity could be
abolished after treating the venom sample in a boiling water bath for
30 min. All the data were obtained using aliquots of the same venom
extract and the diluted blood samples. The venom caused 50%
hemolysis in dog, rat, cat, rabbit and human erythrocytes at
concentrations of 151, 497, 685, 729 and 964 µg/mL, respectively. As
shown, dog erythrocyte was the most susceptible among others.
3.4. SDS-PAGE of N. nomurai jellyﬁsh venom
To characterize the proteinous components of N. nomurai jellyﬁsh
venom, we separated the venom proteins using SDS-PAGE. As shown
in Fig. 6, the venom extract contains numerous proteins with various
sizes of molecular weight. Most of the proteins were in the ranges
between 10 and 50 kDa and there were also some minor protein bands

Fig. 5. Hemolytic activity of N. nomurai jellyﬁsh venom. Freshly prepared erythrocytes
(from cat, dog, human, rabbit and rat) were resuspended in PBS to make 1% solution and
incubated with various concentrations of jellyﬁsh venom extract for 30 min at 37 °C
water bath. The mixtures were centrifuged at 1500× g for 5 min at 4 °C, and the
supernatants were transferred to 96-well microplates and the absorbance at 545 nm
was measured using a spectrophotometric microplate reader to quantify the extent of
red blood cell lysis. Positive control (100% hemolysis) and negative control (0%
hemolysis) were determined by treating erythrocytes with 1% Triton X-100 (in PBS) or
PBS alone, respectively. The results are expressed as mean ± S.D. (n = 3).
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Fig. 6. SDS-PAGE separation of N. nomurai jellyﬁsh venom proteins. Electrophoresis was
carried out according to Laemmli (21) using 16% polyacrylamide gel. Jellyﬁsh venom
protein (250 µg) was electrophoresed for 90 min at 100 V constant current in room
temperature, using Tris–glycine running buffer. The molecular weight size marker (lane 1),
in the range of 3.5–260 kDa, was run parallel with venom sample (lane 2) for molecular
weight estimation. Protein bands were visualized by staining gels with Coomassie R-250
dye.

hepatocyte (LC50 b1 µg/mL) (Cao et al., 1998), from Cyanea capillata
on HepG2 hepatoma cells for 48 h (LC50 = 20.3 µg/mL) (Helmholz et
al., 2007), and from nematocyst free-tissue of Rhizostoma pulmo on
V79 lung ﬁbroblast for 3 h (LC50 = 37.6 µg/mL) (Allavena et al., 1998).
The present study is the ﬁrst report demonstrating the toxicological
aspects of N. nomurai jellyﬁsh venom using mammalian cell culture
model. Exposure to the venom resulted in concentration-dependent
cell deaths in H9C2 and C2C12 with a much higher potency in H9C2
than C2C12. It has been previously demonstrated that H9C2 and
C2C12 cells exhibit similar sensitivities (cytotoxicities) against a
number of agents (Cecchi et al., 2005; Smith et al., 2007). The analysis
of the data shows that N. nomurai jellyﬁsh venom has a moderate
toxicity in comparison with other cnidarian venoms. Our results
evidently show that N. nomurai nematocysts contain at least one or
more toxic components that have a strong cytotoxic activity against
heart muscle. This result is also consistent with our earlier ﬁndings
(Kim et al., 2006) that described the cardio-depressant effect of the
venom in rat animal model.
The activity of N. nomurai jellyﬁsh venom was accompanied by
poor stability that was readily inactivated by either moderate preheating or lowering environmental pH. The activity was relatively well
preserved at low temperatures (≤20 °C), but sharply reduced at high
temperatures (≥ 60 °C) regardless of the venom concentrations
(Fig. 3A). Interestingly, at 40 °C, which is near our body temperature,
the activity was largely dependent on venom concentration. These
results in accordance with other previous studies show that jellyﬁsh
venoms are proteins with biological activities labile to temperatures
above 40 °C (Carrette et al., 2002; Loten et al., 2006). Other investigators have suggested that cnidarian venom stability against environmental pH is ranging from pH 4 to 10 (Yu et al., 2007), where
optimal pH should be chosen to make cnidarian venom stable at pH 7.5.
Interestingly, the cytotoxicity of N. nomurai jellyﬁsh venom was not
abolished even at the highest pH environment tested (pH ≤ 12) in the
present study. On the other hand, it was almost entirely lost at relatively
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low pH environment (pH ≤ 4). The reasons that pH inﬂuenced venom
activity may be explained as follows: (i) Acid or alkali could destroy the
activity of venom by inducing conformational changes of protein
structures. (ii) When pH did not cause protein denaturation, it could
still affect the dissociated state of substrates, intermediate complexes,
and some groups of protease active sites. (iii) pH could inﬂuence the
decomposition of functional groups keeping the spatial structure of
protease molecule stable, resulting in the conformational change of
protease active sites with the loss of its activity (Li et al., 2005). Our
results suggest that N. nomurai jellyﬁsh venom is most likely to have a
proteinic character, as shown by thermal instability and pH dependence
of its activity (Figs. 3 and 4).
Hemolytic activity has been described on a variety of cnidarian
venoms against erythrocytes of many different species. Rottini et al.
(1995) demonstrated that Carybdea marsupialis jellyﬁsh venom
exhibits unpredictable hemolytic activities in different species, such
as sheep, human, and rabbit. They showed the sheep RBCs, but not
human or rabbit RBCs, were susceptible to lysis by the toxin. On the
contrary, Cassiopea xamachana jellyﬁsh venom showed a higher
hemolytic activity in human RBCs than sheep RBCs (Torres et al.,
2001). These results suggest that jellyﬁsh venom can have a unique
hemolytic activity proﬁle which can be highly variable among
different species. In the present study, we described the hemolytic
activity of N. nomurai jellyﬁsh venom and compared its potency in cat,
dog, human, rabbit and rat erythrocytes. The results show that dog
erythrocyte was the most sensitive (EC50 = 151 µg/mL) among the
species tested. Cytolytic toxins are generally known to operate by
either of two mechanisms. One is an enzymatic mechanism, in which
cytolytic components of marine invertebrates bind preferentially to
membrane glycolipids or glycoprotein (Burnett and Calton, 1987). The
other is a stoichiometric mechanism, which contains the binding and
insertion of toxin molecules into plasma membrane followed by
oligomerization to form transmembrane pores, and resulting in
colloid osmotic lysis (Bhakdi and Tranum-Jensen, 1988). It is not
clearly understood now how N. nomurai jellyﬁsh venom elicits various
hemolytic potencies in different species as well as its mechanism of
action, which may need further investigation in the future.
Protein components of N. nomurai jellyﬁsh venom were separated
by using SDS-PAGE, and the two major ranges with molecular weights
of approximately 20–40 kDa and 10–15 kDa, respectively, were
identiﬁed. We have now no evidence, however, whether some of
these proteins contribute to the cytolytic activity of this cnidarian
venom, which was observed in the present study. Recently, cnidarian
venoms of sea anemones have been classiﬁed into four polypeptide
groups based on their primary structure and functional properties as
below (Anderluh and Maček, 2002). Group 1 (5–8 kDa) is constituted
by peptides with antihistamine activity that is not inhibited by
sphingomyelin. Group 2 (~ 20 kDa) includes basic proteins inhibited
by sphingomyelin. Group 3 (~ 30–40 kDa) is formed by cytolysins with
or without phospholipases. Group 4 (80 kDa) includes a single
cytolysin whose activity is inhibited by cholesterol or phospholipids.
In case of sea anemone, the 20 kDa pore-forming cytolysins are most
studied for their powerful membranolytic and cytostatic activities.
They can also form rectiﬁed cation-selective pores in lipid membranes. As described above, N. nomurai venom contains numerous
proteins with various molecular masses between 10 and 50 kDa. This
suggests that one or more proteins of N. nomurai venom can be related
to sphingomyelin binding protein or phospholipases. Further analysis
of these proteins is required to determine if they are, indeed, a
phospholipase A2 and/or inhibited by sphingomyelin.
In conclusion, our results showed that N. nomurai jellyﬁsh venom
has strong cytotoxic and hemolytic activities, which might be
attributed to the proteinous factor of the venom. Further biochemical
investigations are in progress to characterize the different proteinic
components of N. nomurai nematocyst extract from a toxicological
barometer and to clarify their mechanism of action.

90

Digital Repository Universitas Jember
C. Kang et al. / Comparative Biochemistry and Physiology, Part C 150 (2009) 85–90

Acknowledgement
This research was partly supported by the Fisheries Research and
Development Program of the Ministry for Food, Agriculture, Forestry
and Fisheries.
References
Allavena, A., Mariottini, G.L., Carli, A.M., Contini, S., Martelli, A., 1998. In vitro evaluation
of the cytotoxic, hemolytic and clastogenic activities of Rhizostoma pulmo toxin(s).
Toxicon 36, 933–936.
Anderluh, G., Ma, č ek, P., 2002. Cytolytic peptide and protein toxins from sea anemones
(Anthozoa: Actinaria). Toxicon 40, 111–124.
Bhakdi, S., Tranum-Jensen, J., 1988. Damage to cell membranes by pore-forming
bacterial cytolysins. Prog. Allergy. 40, 1–43.
Bloom, D.A., Burnett, J.W., Alderslade, P., 1998. Partial puriﬁcation of box jellyﬁsh
(Chironex ﬂeckeri) nematocyst venom isolated at the beachside. Toxicon 36,
1075–1085.
Bradford, M.M., 1976. A rapid and sensitive method for the quantitation of microgram
quantities of protein utilizing the principle of protein-dye binding. Anal. Biochem.
72, 248–254.
Burnett, J.W., Calton, G.J., 1987. Venomous pelagic coelenterates: chemistry, toxicology,
immunology and treatment of their stings. Toxicon 25, 581–602.
Cao, C.J., Eldefrawi, M.E., Eldefrawi, A.T., Burnett, J.W., Mioduszewski, R.J., Menking, D.E.,
Valdes, J.J., 1998. Toxicity of sea nettle toxin to human hepatocytes and the
protective effects of phosphorylating and alkylating agents. Toxicon 36 (2),
269–281.
Carli, A., Bussotti, S., Mariottini, G.L., Robbiano, L., 1996. Toxicity of jellyﬁsh and seaanemone venoms on cultured V79 cells. Toxicon 34, 496–500.
Carrette, T., Seymour, J., 2004. A rapid and repeatable method for venom extraction
from cubozoan nematocysts. Toxicon 44, 135–139.
Carrette, T.J., Cullen, P., Little, M., Peirera, P.L., Seymour, J.E., 2002. Temperature effects
on box jellyﬁsh venom: a possible treatment for envenomed patients? Med. J. Aust.
177, 654–655.
Cecchi, C., Baglioni, S., Fiorillo, C., Pensalﬁni, A., Liguri, G., Nosi, D., Rigacci, S., Bucciantini, M.,
Stefani, M., 2005. Insights into the molecular basis of the differing susceptibility of
varying cell types to the toxicity of amyloid aggregates. J. Cell Sci. 118, 3459–3470.
Helmholz, H., Ruhnau, C., Schütt, C., Prange, A., 2007. Comparative study on the cell
toxicity and enzymatic activity of two northern scyphozoan species Cyanea
capillata (L.) and Cyanea lamarckii (Péron & Léslieur). Toxicon 50, 53–64.
Kawahara, M., Uye, S., Burnett, J., Mianzan, H., 2006. Stings of edible jellyﬁsh (Rhopilema
hispidum, Rhopilema esculentum and Nemopilema nomurai) in Japanese waters.
Toxicon 48, 713–716.
Kim, E., Lee, S., Kim, J.S., Yoon, W.D., Lim, D., Hart, A.J., Hodgson, W.C., 2006.
Cardiovascular effects of Nemopilema nomurai (Scyphozoa: Rhizostomeae) jellyﬁsh
venom in rats. Toxicol Lett. 167, 205–211.

Laemmli, U.K., 1970. Cleavage of structural proteins during the assembly of the head of
bacteriophage T4. Nature 227, 680–685.
Li, C., Yu, H., Liu, S., Xing, R., Guoa, Z., Lia, P., 2005. Factors affecting the protease activity
of venom from jellyﬁsh Rhopilema esculentum Kishinouye. Bioorg. Med. Chem. Lett.
15, 5370–5374.
Loten, C., Stokes, B., Worsley, D., Seymour, J.E., Jiang, S., Isbister, G.K., 2006. A
randomized controlled trial of hot water (45 °C) immersion versus ice packs for
pain relief in bluebottle stings. Med. J. Australia 184, 329–333.
Marino, A., Valveri, V., Muià, C., Crupi, R., Rizzo, G., Musci, G., La Spada, G., 2004.
Cytotoxicity of the nematocyst venom from the sea anemone Aiptasia mutabilis.
Comp. Biochem. Physiol., Part C 139, 295–301.
Ordóñez, J.V., Rubinstein, H.M., Burnett, J.W., 1990. Flow cytometric detection of jellyﬁsh
venom induced cytotoxicity. Toxicon 28 (7), 863–867.
Ramasamy, S., Isbister, G.K., Seymour, J.E., Hodgson, W.C., 2005a. Pharmacologically
distinct cardiovascular effects of box jellyﬁsh (Chironex ﬂeckeri) venom and a
tentacle-only extract in rats. Toxicol Lett. 155 (2), 219–226.
Ramasamy, S., Isbister, G.K., Seymour, J.E., Hodgson, W.C., 2005b. The in vivo
cardiovascular effects of the Irukandji jellyﬁsh (Carukia barnesi) nematocyst
venom and a tentacle extract in rats. Toxicol Lett. 155 (1), 135–141.
Rottini, G., Gusmani, L., Parovel, E., Avian, M., Patriarca, P., 1995. Puriﬁcation and
properties of a cytolytic toxin in venom of the jellyﬁsh Carybdea marsupialis.
Toxicon 33, 315–326.
Sambrook, J., Russell, D.W., 2001. Molecular Cloning: A Laboratory Manual, Second ed.
Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Press, Cold Spring Harbor, New York.
Smith, C.C., Davidson, S.M., Lim, S.Y., Simpkin, J.C., Hothersall, J.S., Yellon, D.M., 2007.
Necrostatin: a potentially novel cardioprotective agent? Cardiovasc. Drugs Ther. 21
(4), 227–233.
Torres, M., Aguilar, M.B., Falcón, A., Sánchez, L., Radwan, F.F., Burnett, J.W., Heimer-de, L.C., E.P.,
Arellano, R.O., 2001. Electrophysiological and hemolytic activity elicited by the venom of
the jellyﬁsh Cassiopea xamachana. Toxicon 39, 1297–1307.
Uye, S.-I., 2008. Blooms of the giant jellyﬁsh Nemopilema nomurai: a threat to the
ﬁsheries sustainability of the East Asian Marginal Seas. Plankton Benthos Res. 3
(Suppl.), 125–131.
Williamson, J.A., Fenner, P.J., Burnett, J.W., Rifkin, J.F., 1996. Venomous & Poisonous
Marine Animals: A Medical and Biological Handbook. Surf Life Saving Australia and
University of New South Wales Press, Sydney.
Yasuda, T., 2004. On the unusual occurrence of the giant medusa Nemopilema nomurai
in Japanese waters. Nippon Suisan Gakkaishi 70, 380–386.
Yu, H., Li, C., Li, R., Xing, R., Liu, S., Li, P., 2007. Factors inﬂuencing hemolytic activity of
venom from the jellyﬁsh Rhopilema esculentum Kishinouye. Food Chem. Toxicol. 45,
1173–1178.
Yu, H., Liu, X., Dong, X., Li, C., Xing, R., Liu, S., Li, P., 2005a. Insecticidal activity of
proteinous venom from tentacle of jellyﬁsh Rhopilema esculentum Kishinouye.
Bioorg. Med. Chem. Lett. 15, 4949–4952.
Yu, H., Liu, X., Xing, R., Liu, S., Li, C., Li, P., 2005b. Radical scavenging activity of protein
from tentacles of jellyﬁsh Rhopilema esculentum. Bioorg. Med. Chem. Lett. 16,
2659–2664.

