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SUMMARY

Improving the Grade VIII-C Students’ Reading Comprehension about Recount
Paragraph by Using Picture Series with Jumbled Sentences at SMP Negeri 1 Mayang in
the 2009/2010 Academic Year; Jasa Mukhlis, 040210401214; 2010: 42 pages; English
Education Program, Language and Arts Education Department, Faculty of Teacher

Training and Education, Jember University.

Based on the result of semi structured interview with the eighth grade English
teacher of SMPN 1 Mayang, the students of the eighth grade especially VIII C had
difficulty in comprehending paragraph and they were lack of interest in joining the
English reading class. It was proved by the fact that VIII C had low score in the
previous English reading test. The result showed that there were 60% of the students got
score not more than 60. It was still under the standard requirement score 65.
Considering the problems above, this research was undertaken to overcome the
problems by using picture series with jumbled sentences.

Classroom Action Research with cycle model was applied in this study. The
action research was carried out to improve the students’ recount paragraph
comprehension by using picture series with jumbled sentences to the eighth grade
students of SMP Negeri 1 Mayang in the 2009/2010 academic year. This classroom
action research was done with a sequence of steps, namely planning of the action,
implementing of the action, classroom observation and evaluation, analysis and
reflection of the action. In the implementation, there were two meetings in cycle 1 and
two meetings in cycle 2. The classroom observation used an observation checklist to
identify the students’ interest in joining the reading class, while the recount paragraph
comprehension test used objective test in the form of sentence arrangement. There were
two criteria used to evaluate the success of the actions in this research. They were: (1)
the actions were considered to be successful if 75% of the students were interested in

the following teaching and learning process of recount paragraph comprehension by

xii



using picture series with jumbled sentences (2) The actions were successful if 75% of
the students got at least the score of 65 (>65).

The results of the actions in cycle 1 were unable to reach the research target
requirement. There were 16 out of 39 students or 41% of the students who were
interested in joining the reading comprehension class by using picture series with
jumbled sentences in the first meeting of cycle 1 while in the second meeting of cycle 1
there were 21 out of 41 students or 51% of the students who were interested in joining
the reading comprehension class by using picture series with jumbled sentences. In
addition, there were 18 out of 40 students or 45% of the students could achieve the
targeted score of 65 (>65). However, there were an improvement on the students’
interest in joining the reading comprehension class and reading comprehension
achievement by using picture series with jumbled sentences in cycle 2. There were 24
out of 40 students or 60% of the students who were interested in joining the reading
comprehension class by using picture series with jumbled sentences in the first meeting
while in the second meeting there were 29 of 38 students or 76% of the students who
were interested in it. Then, the number of students who got at least 65 (>65) also
increased from 18 out of 40 students to 31 out of 39 students or from 45% to 79%.
Therefore, the actions were stopped.

Considering the research result, it is suggested that the English teacher use
picture series with jumbled sentences as an alternative material in teaching reading
comprehension because it has been proved that the teaching reading comprehension by
using picture series with jumbled sentences can improve both students’ interest in
joining the reading comprehension class and students’ reading comprehension

achievement.
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