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 Students’ mastery on grammatical rules of English, especially tense is very 

essential. However, most students still face difficulties in applying the appropriate 

verb form which is suitable with the tense required. It is proved by knowing the result 

of the tense pre-test of all classes at the first grade at SMPN 4 Jember.  There are four 

classes actually, class VII A got 31,1, VII B got 33,9, VII C got 32,1, and VII D got 

the lowest mean score that was 26,5. Considering this condition, the English teacher 

is required to help the students to re-assess their strengths and weaknesses by giving a 

input to the students in using the verb forms correctly. One way of giving the input to 

the students was through giving feedback. 

 The aim of this research is to improve the students’ tense mastery by giving 

feedback. The research subject was the first year students at SMPN 4 Jember who got 

the lowest mean score among the four classes, which was class VII D. The class 

consisted of 50 students. Purposive method was used in determining the research 

subject and the research area. 

 This classroom action research was conducted in two cycles. There were four 

meetings for each cycle. They involved three meetings for the actions and one 

meeting for conducting the tense test. There were two kinds of data collection 

method, namely, primary and secondary data. The primary data were obtained by 

conducting tense test on Simple Present, Present Continuous, and Simple Past Tense. 

Furthermore, the results of the test were analyzed quantitatively that was to find the 

mean score (M) by dividing the total score of the respondents’ score (∑X) by the 
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number of the respondents (N). The actions were considered successful if the mean 

score could achieve the standard mean score requirement of 65. And, the secondary 

data were collected by conducting observation during the actions and documentation 

by studying the school’s documents.  

 The result of the students’ tense mastery in cycle 1 was shown through the 

mean score of the tense test, which were 45.49. From the result as such, it did not 

achieved the standard mean score requirement of 65. Thus, it was necessary to 

conduct the next actions in cycle 2.  

 The result of the students’ tense mastery in cycle 2 was improved. It can be 

seen through the mean score that was 65.5. The mean score of test in cycle 2 had 

achieved the standard mean score requirement of 65 and the action was considered 

successful. In other words, the action was stopped. 

 Based on the results above, it can be concluded that the actions of giving 

feedback could improve the students’ tense mastery covering Simple Present, Present 

Continuous and Simple Past Tense. 

 



 ix

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

Pages 

TITLE  .............................................................................................................. i 

DEDICATION  ................................................................................................. ii 

CONSULTANTS’ APPROVAL  .................................................................... iii 

APPROVAL OF EXAMINATION COMMITTEE  .................................... iv 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  .............................................................................. v 

LIST OF TABLES  .......................................................................................... vi 

LIST OF CHARTS  ......................................................................................... vii 

LIST OF FIGURES  ........................................................................................ viii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS  ................................................................................ ix 

SUMMARY  ..................................................................................................... xii 

CHAPTER I. INTRODUCTION ................................................................... 1 

1.1 Background of the Study .................................................................... 1 

1.2 Problems of the Study ........................................................................ 4 

1.2.1 General Problem ................................................................................... 4 

1.2.2 Specific Problems ................................................................................. 4 

1.3 Operational Definition of the Variable ............................................. 5 

1.3.1 Giving Feedback on the Teaching of Tenses ........................................ 5 

1.3.2 Students’ Tenses Mastery ..................................................................... 5 

1.4 Objective of the Study ........................................................................ 6 

1.4.1 General Objective ................................................................................. 6 

1.4.2 Specific Objectives ............................................................................... 6 

1.5 Significances of the Study .................................................................. 6  

1.5.1 For the English Teacher ........................................................................ 6 

1.5.2 For Other Researchers .......................................................................... 6 

1.5.3 For the Respondents ............................................................................. 7 

 



 x

Pages 

CHAPTER II. RELATED REVIEW OF LITERATURE  .......................... 8 

2.1 Tenses and the Teaching of Tense at Junior High School Level ..... 8 

2.2 The Process of Teaching Tenses ......................................................... 9 

2.3 Tense Materials to be Taught ............................................................. 12 

2.4 Giving Feedback .................................................................................. 21 

2.4.1 The Concept of Feedback ...................................................................... 21 

2.4.2 The Principles of Giving Feedback ....................................................... 23 

2.4.3 The Types of Feedback .......................................................................... 25 

2.4.4 The Advantages of Giving Feedback .................................................... 26 

2.5 Research Hypothesis ............................................................................ 28 

2.5.1 General Hypothesis ................................................................................ 28 

2.5.2 Specific Hypothesis ............................................................................... 28 

 

CHAPTER III. RESEARCH METHODS  .................................................... 29 

3.1 Research Design ................................................................................... 29 

3.2 Area Determination Method ............................................................... 32 

3.3 Research Subject Determination Method ......................................... 32 

3.4 Data Collection Method ...................................................................... 33 

3.4.1 Test ........................................................................................................ 33 

3.4.2 Observation ............................................................................................ 35 

3.4.3 Documentation ....................................................................................... 36 

3.5 Research Procedures ........................................................................... 37 

3.5.1 Planning of the Action ........................................................................... 37 

3.5.2 Implementation of the Action ................................................................ 37 

3.5.3 Classroom Observation and Evaluation of the Action .......................... 38 

3.5.4 Reflection of the Action ......................................................................... 39 

 

 



 xi

Pages 

CHATER IV. RESEARCH RESULTS AND DISCUSSION ...................... 41 

4.1 The Result of Actions in Cycle 1 ......................................................... 41 

4.1.1 The Result of the Tense Test in Cycle 1  ................................................ 42 

4.1.2 The Result Observation in Cycle 1 ........................................................ 43 

4.1.3 The Result of Reflection ........................................................................ 45 

4.2 The Result of Actions in Cycle 2 ......................................................... 46 

4.2.1 The Result of the Tense Test in Cycle 2 ................................................. 47 

4.2.2 The Result of Observation in Cycle 2 .................................................... 48 

4.2.3 The Result of Reflection ........................................................................ 50 

4.3 The Result of Documentation ............................................................. 53 

4.4 Discussion ............................................................................................. 53 

 

CHAPTER V. CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION  ................................. 58 

5.1 Conclusion ............................................................................................ 58 

5.1.1 General Conclusion ................................................................................ 58 

5.1.2 Specific Conclusion................................................................................ 58 

5.2 Suggestion ............................................................................................. 58 

5.2.1 The English Teacher .............................................................................. 59 

5.2.2 The Students .......................................................................................... 59 

5.2.3 Other Researchers .................................................................................. 59 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  

APPENDIXES 

 

 


