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SUMMARY 

 

Improving the Year VIII Students‟ Tense Achievement by Giving Non 

Verbal Reinforcement at SMPN 1 Balung in the 2011 / 2012 Academic Year; 

Vivin Suta Yuliane, 070210401121; 2012: 73 pages; English Education Program, 

Language and Arts Department. The Faculty of Teacher Training and Education, 

Jember University. 

Consultant  : 1. Drs. Bambang Suharjito, M.Ed 
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Key Words : Tense Achievement, Non Verbal Reinforcement. 

 

This classroom action research was intended to improve the year eight 

students‟ tense achievement by giving non verbal reinforcement at SMPN 1 

Balung in the 2011/2012 academic year. The preliminary study was conducted in 

the form of interview and class observations. Based on the interview done with 

the English teacher, it was found that the students of class VIII-D still had 

difficulties in comprehending tenses. It was supported by the students‟ mean score 

on the previous tense test that was 67. Besides, based on the class observations 

done in preliminary study, it was found that the students were fairly passive 

during the tense teaching and learning process because they were lack of interest 

and motivation to learn tenses. Thus, the research subjects of this research were 

the students of class VIII-D.  

In this research, the researcher tried to overcome the problem by 

applying a different technique in reinforcing the students in the classroom that is 

giving non verbal reinforcement. It was under the reason that non verbal 

reinforcement can be used as motivational device to encourage the students‟ 

interest and motivation, since the English teacher only administered the verbal 

reinforcement in the classroom. She claimed that she did not have enough time to 

prepare non verbal reinforcement.  

In delivering verbal reinforcement, the teacher always used the same 

words to appreciate the students‟ work, for examples „Good!‟, „Great!‟, and 
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„Clever!‟. She did not try to use more various words in reinforcing the students. 

As the result, the students were not interested on the teacher‟s verbal 

reinforcement and regarded the reinforcement given as a joke by counting the 

words used by the teacher. It showed that the verbal reinforcement that the teacher 

used was not successful in encouraging the students‟ interest and motivation in 

learning English especially tenses. Thus, the researcher used a different technique 

in reinforcing the students‟ behavior that was giving non verbal reinforcement. In 

this research, the non verbal reinforcement used was in the form of gestures, 

physical contact, symbols or things. The reinforcement was delivered by using a 

schedule that was variable ratio schedule in which non verbal reinforcement was 

administered by using ratio.    

This research was done in two cycles in order to achieve the objectives of 

this classroom action research. Each cycle consisted of four stages of activities 

namely the planning of the action, the implementation of the action, observation 

of the action and reflection of the action. The data collection methods used were 

tense test and classroom observation which were done to get the primary data, 

while interview and documentation were used to get supporting data. The actions 

were implemented in three meetings including the tense test.  

Based on the result of the classroom observation in Cycle 1, it was 

known that there were 18 out of 35 students or 51% who actively participated in 

the first meeting. In meeting 2, there were 23 students or 66% students were 

active in the tense teaching and learning process. It showed that there was an 

improvement on the students‟ active participation from the first meeting to the 

second meeting. Concerning with the tense test, the results showed that the 

students‟ mean score on tense test was 73. In addition, there were only 22 out of 

35 students or 63% students could achieve the standard score that was 75. In other 

words, the results of both classroom observation and tense test had not achieved 

the target requirement yet. Therefore, the action was continued by revising the 

weaknesses found in Cycle 1. The revisions made were the size of the stickers and 

the ratio used in administering non verbal reinforcement to the students. It was 
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intended to make the non verbal reinforcement worked more effectively, and then 

finally it could improve the students‟ tense achievement and active participation.  

Having conducted the actions in Cycle 2, the results of class observation 

and tense test showed an improvement. The result of observation showed that 

there were 26 out of 35 students or 74% who were active in the first meeting and 

it increased to 83% or 29 students in the second meeting. Furthermore, the 

percentage of the students who got the score at least 75 also increased that was 

83% or 29 students. The students‟ mean score on the tense test also improved 

from 73 in Cycle 1 to 82 in Cycle 2. Based on the results, it could be concluded 

that the actions in Cycle 2 were successful because the results of classroom 

observation and tense test fulfilled the criteria of success of the research.  

Finally, the results of actions in Cycle 2 led to conclusion that giving non 

verbal reinforcement could improve the students‟ tense achievement and active 

participation in the tense teaching and learning process at SMPN 1 Balung 

Jember. Therefore, it is suggested to the English teacher to apply this technique 

that is giving non verbal reinforcement in English teaching learning process in 

order to help the students who have difficulties in learning grammar especially 

tenses to improve their tense achievement and active participation. 

 

 

 

 

  

 



1 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

 

This chapter consists of some issues underpinning the topic of the 

research. They are the background of the research, the problems of the research, 

the objectives of the research, the operational definition of terms and the 

significance of the research.  

 

1.1. The Background of the Research 

  Language is a tool used to communicate and interact with other people 

through transferring and conveying information and ideas. Moreover, Barber 

(1999:27) defines language as a multi-purpose instrument that can be used to 

influence one another‟s behavior. Since English becomes lingua franca in 

international society, it is indisputable that the mastery of the English plays a 

prominent role for students who want to master English well.  

In ideas that Indonesia really wants to be a developed country by the year 

2020, the government should have well-prepared young generation that have good 

English skill. Therefore, in education, English becomes the first foreign language 

that becomes a compulsory subject which is taught from the students of junior 

high school up to university level. Therefore, English, being widely used by all 

people in the world, becomes a local content subject that is taught by the first 

grade students of elementary school. 

In the Institutional Level Curriculum, the objectives of teaching English 

are: 1) developing the communication competence, 2) raising awareness of the 

nature and the importance of English in global era, 3) developing comprehension 

about the relation between language and its culture. (Depdiknas, 2006). 

Dealing with the objectives above, the junior high school students should 

master the four English skills such as listening, speaking, reading and writing. 

Moreover, they are required to learn English components namely vocabulary, 

pronunciation, and grammar or structure which are taught integratedly. 


