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MOTTO

“Like the surf writer, you follow that pattern in writing, the pattern of the tide near the

shore. In flowing cycles, the tide advances and withdraws, then regroups and proceeds

again. The tide does not merely rush forward at one time and be done with it. Writing

also has a repetitive, rhythmic flow. You do not just write your message and walk away.

Instead, you write—and, for revision and editing—back up, and rewrite, following that

pattern until you are through. In writing, the back-and forth movement is called

recursive. It is the essence of the writing process.”

(Lee Brandon and Kelly Brandon)
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SUMMARY

Improving The Seventh Grade Students’ Descriptive Text Writing Achievement by
Using Mind Mapping Technique at SMP Negeri 11 Jember in The 2013/2014
Academic Year; Dendi Andika Saputro, 100210401138; 2014; 65 pages; English
Education Program, Language and Arts Education Department, the Faculty of Teacher
Training and Education, Jember University.

This research was a Classroom Action Research which was intended to improve

the seventh grade students’ descriptive text writing achievement by using Mind

Mapping technique. The subjects of this research were VII D students that were

determined purposively. This was because the students experienced difficulties in text

writing. In other words, the students could not develop a topic into supporting details as

well as arrange those details into a good text writing they were going to write. Based on

the interview result, the average score of the students’ writing achievement was only 65

and the students’ active participation was 50%. It was below the minimum standard

score of the school that was 71. Therefore, the researcher proposed Mind Mapping as

the technique to improve the students’ descriptive text writing achievement.

This research was conducted in two cycles. Each cycle covered four stages of

activities: 1) planning the action, 2) implementing the action, 3) observing and

evaluating, and 4) analyzing the data and reflecting the action. Planning of the action

was the activities done before the implementation of the action in Cycle 1 and Cycle 2

like choosing the topic based on the institutional level curriculum for the seventh year

students of Junior High School, constructing the lesson plans for Cycle 1 and Cycle 2,

consulting the lesson plans with the English teacher, preparing the materials and the

instrument, preparing the observation guide in each meeting in the form of checklist

containing the indicators to be observed and field notes, constructing the writing test by

using Mind Mapping technique, and determining the criteria of success of the research.

Furthermore, implementing the action in Cycle 1 and Cycle 2 was carried out during the

school in line with the schedule of the English subject. It was done for about three
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weeks. Classroom observation aimed to observe the students’ activities during the

teaching and learning process of writing by using Mind Mapping technique in Cycle 1

and Cycle 2; whereas, evaluation was intended to measure whether the teaching writing

by using Mind Mapping technique could improve students’ active participation and

writing achievement or not. At least 75% of the 38 students had to fulfill at least three of

the five indicators required in order that they categorized as active students. Moreover,

at least 75% of the 38 students had to get score 71 or more as the minimum standard

score for the writing achievement test in order to achieve the success criteria of this

classroom action research. Lastly, analyzing the data and reflecting the action were used

to know whether the actions in Cycle 1 and Cycle 2 were success or not and to answer

the research problem.

The result of the students’ descriptive text writing achievement test in Cycle 1

showed that the mean score of the students’ writing test was 77 in Cycle 1. There were

30 students (80.08%) who got scores 71 or more in this Cycle. The result indicated that

the students’ writing test in Cycle 1 achieved the target score. To know the consistency

of the result, Cycle 2 needed to be done. Meanwhile, the result of observation checklist

in Cycle 1 related to the students’ active participation was 20 active students (55.56%)

in the first meeting, and then it increased up to 30 active students (81.08%) in the

second meeting. Although it showed improvement, the target percentage of this research

did not achieve yet.

Furthermore, the result of descriptive text writing achievement test in Cycle 2

showed that the students could maintain the consistency of the writing achievement test

result in Cycle 1 and improve their writing achievement test. The mean score of the

students’ writing test was 79. There were 34 students (89.47%) who got scores 71 or

more in this Cycle. The students could put their words related to the picture into the

Mind Mapping appropriately and compose simple paragraphs using the words in the

Mind Mapping in writing descriptive text. Meanwhile, the result of observation

checklist in the first and second meeting showed that the percentage of the students’
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active participation in Cycle 2 was higher than in Cycle 1. It increased from 68.32% of

the students in Cycle 1 to 86.84% of the students in Cycle 2 who participated actively

during the teaching learning process. The students were more active discussing the

material in pairs, answering the questions from the teacher and raising some questions

to the teacher because the researcher used aid Media like Mind Mapping application,

Laptop, and LCD Projector. Moreover, the researcher used loud voice that could hear in

the back row. Therefore, they looked so enthusiastic and paid much attention to the

teacher’s explanation during the teaching learning process.

From the writing test and the observation result in Cycle 1 and Cycle 2, it could

be concluded that the use of Mind Mapping technique was able to improve class VII D

students’ descriptive text writing achievement and active participation of SMP Negeri

11 Jember in the 2013/2014 academic year.
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