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SUMMARY

A Study of Transitivity in Barack Obama’s Speech Delivered in Jakarta on

November 10th, 2010: A Critical Discourse Analysis; Maria Ulfa, 

080110191050; 2012: 58 pages; English Department, Faculty of Letters, Jember 

University.

The speech of Obama has become quite phenomenal since his visit to 

Indonesia in Asian Tour 2010. The speech got more enthusiasm from the 

audience, especially the young people in the University of Indonesia. It is 

interesting to investigate the factors behind the success of his speech and the 

power he serves to recover his image and the United States in the perspective of 

Indonesian people.

The goal of this study is to examine the language used by Obama in his 

speech in serving power. This study is conducted to expose the production of 

power used by Obama on the behalf of his country to present the United States 

and Indonesia. It also investigates the existence of inequality and power abuse 

used in the speech. The investigation is based on the theory of SFL proposed by 

Halliday (1994) from the point of processes include in transitivity. Moreover, the 

theory of CDA along with the theory of power is offered in this study to examine 

the existence of inequality and power abuse.

This study applies the mixed method (both qualitative and quantitative 

methods) to analyze the data. The primary data are taken from The White House 

website (http://www.whitehouse.gov/) accessed on November 11, 2011 at 5:45 

am. The primary data are collected by using stratified sampling. Next, the data are 

analyzed by using transitivity analysis and the result is presented in the form of 

statistical analysis.
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The findings of this thesis expose that the processes Obama used and the 

choice of verbs in the speech indicate the balanced production of power and 

domination both of the United States and Indonesia. It means that the speech 

delivered by Obama in Jakarta shows the equality of power. In other words, it can 

be assumed that there is no power abuse and inequality in Obama’s speech.
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A Study of Transitivity in Barack Obama’s Speech Delivered in Jakarta on
November 10th, 2010: A Critical Discourse Analysis

Maria Ulfa

English Department, Faculty of Letters, Jember University

ABSTRACT

Speech is one of spoken language that can be analyzed through discourse analysis. 
One of phenomenal speeches is the speech of Barack Obama delivered in the 
University of Indonesia on November 10th when he visited Indonesia for Asian 
Tour. Since the speech has been phenomenal, the critical analysis to expose the 
power served in the speech is conducted. The purpose of this study is to expose 
the production of power served by Obama in his speech. This study reveals how 
Obama serves the power, whether he produces strong power and domination or 
weak power and lesser amount of domination toward the perspective of 
Indonesian people. The analysis of Obama’s speech is based on the theory of 
Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA), the theory of Systemic Functional Linguistics 
(SFL), and the theory of power. Particularly, the analysis focuses on the 
transitivity of processes used in the speech. This study is conducted by using 
mixed method (both qualitative and quantitative methods). The result of 
investigation in transitivity shows that Obama tries to present the United States 
and Indonesia equally. It means that the power production served by the United 
States and Indonesia are balanced. Conclusively, there’s no power abuse in 
Obama’s speech.

Keywords: Critical Discourse Analysis, speech, transitivity, power.



x

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page

FRONTISPIECES ............................................................................ ........      i

DEDICATION PAGE ...............................................................................     ii

MOTTO .....................................................................................................    iii

DECLARATION PAGE ............................................................................    iv

APPROVAL SHEET ..................................................................................     v

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT .........................................................................    vi

SUMMARY ................................................................................................   vii

ABSTRACT ...............................................................................................    ix

TABLE OF CONTENTS ...........................................................................    x

LIST OF FIGURE .....................................................................................   xii

LIST OF TABLES ..................................................................................... xiii

LIST OF APPENDICES ........................................................................... xiv

CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 The Background of the Study .......................................    1

1.2 The Problems to Discuss ...............................................    4

1.3 The Research Questions ................................................    4

1.4 The Purpose of the Study ..............................................    4

1.5 The Scope of the Study ..................................................    4

1.6 The Significances of the Study ......................................    5

1.7 The Organization of the Thesis .....................................    5

CHAPTER 2. LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 Previous Researches ......................................................     6

2.2 Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) ...............................     9

2.3 Systemic Functional Linguistic (SFL) ..........................   11

2.4 Transitivity ....................................................................   12

2.4 1 Material Process ....................................................   13



xi

2.4.2 Mental Process ......................................................   14

2.4.3 Verbal Process........................................................ 14

2.4.4 Existential Process.................................................. 15

2.4.5 Behavioral Process ................................................ 15

2.4.6 Relational Process .................................................. 16

2.5 Power ............................................................................. 27

CHAPTER 3. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1 The Type of Research .................................................... 29

3.2 The Type of Data ........................................................... 30

3.3 The Data Collection ....................................................... 30

3.4 The Data Analysis ......................................................... 31

CHAPTER 4. DISCUSSION 

4.1 The Result of Transitivity Analysis .............................. 32

4.2 The Discussion of Transitivity Analysis ....................... 34

4.2.1 The Discussion of Material Process ....................... 35

4.2.2 The Discussion of Relational Process .................... 41

4.2.3 The Discussion of Mental Process ......................... 44

4.2.4 The Discussion of Verbal Process .......................... 47

4.2.5 The Discussion of Existential Process ................... 49

4.2.6 The Discussion of Behavioural Process ................ 49

4.3 The Discussion of Language and Power ....................... 51

CHAPTER 5. CONCLUSION .................................................................. 55

REFERENCES .......................................................................................... 57

APPENDICES ............................................................................................ 59



xii

LIST OF FIGURE

Page

2.1 Types of relational process  .....................................................................          18



xiii

LIST OF TABLES

Page

2.1 The principal types of relational process .................................................. 16

2.2 Transitivity: process types and participants .............................................. 21

2.3 Types of circumstantial element ............................................................... 22

2.4 Circumstantial of extent ............................................................................ 23

2.5 Circumstantial of location ......................................................................... 23

2.6 Circumstantial of manner .......................................................................... 24

2.7 Circumstantial of cause ............................................................................. 24

2.8 Circumstantial of contingency .................................................................. 24

2.9 Circumstantial of accompaniment ............................................................. 25

2.10 Circumstantial of role .............................................................................. 25

2.11 Circumstantial of matter .......................................................................... 25

2.12 Circumstantial of angle ........................................................................... 26

4.1 Transitivity analysis of processes in the speech ........................................ 32

4.2 Participants of processes in the speech ..................................................... 33



xiv

LIST OF APPENDICES

Page

A. Clause Boundary ...................................................................................... 59

B. Glossary ..................................................................................................... 66

C. Table of Transitivity Analysis ................................................................. 67


	1. cover.doc
	2. frontispieces.doc
	3. dedication.doc
	4. motto.doc
	5. declaration.doc
	6. approval sheet.doc
	7. acknowledgement.doc
	8. summary.doc
	9. abstract.doc
	10. table of contents.doc
	11. list of figure.doc
	12. list of tables.doc
	13. list of appendices.doc
	14. CHAPTER 1.doc
	15. CHAPTER 2.doc
	16. CHAPTER 3.doc
	17. CHAPTER 4.doc
	18. CHAPTER 5.doc
	19. references.doc
	20. appendix clause bound.docx
	21. glossary.doc
	22. appendix table.doc

