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CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION

This first chapter is called as introduction. It provides severa informations for
the construction and the discussion of the thesis. In this section, the writer triesto give
explanation about the background of the study as the basic idea to make analysis
about semioatics. In addition, the problem to discuss, the goals of the study, the theory

and method, and the significance of the study are written as well.

1.1 TheBackground of The Study

Movie and poster are two things that always emerge in society and human life.
People use movie and poster for particular purposes. Movie is produced to entertain
people by showing and telling a story recorded as a set of moving pictures to be
shown on television or cinema. Those two things are general mediums of
communication (Monaco, 2000: 17). They have a crucia role to convey news,
overview and a variety of information to the public. Moreover, movie and poster are
inseparable things. Without a poster, a movie is difficult to be known by groups of
person. That is the reason why a movie poster is one of the main elements in movie.
Poster itself brings a large notice with a picture on it, which is displayed in a public
place. It can be seen in the lobby of movie theater, in magazines, on Internet, and
even on the sides of the bus.

Movie poster is like other poster that has a function as a medium to promote
and an identity of certain movie. In addition, a movie poster is the form of graphic
design and it has been acknowledged as an art. It has an aesthetic value and
represents the movie as well. Additionally, a movie poster consists of language that
gives central function as a vehicle of communication (Wardaugh, 1972: 4). By means
of language people can think about something in his mind through the object that he
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SUMMARY

A Semiotic Analysis on Signs Used on Five Indonesian Movie Posters; Sri
Chandra Tirana D.C; 060110101047; 2011: 57 pages, English Department, the
Faculty of Letters, Jember University.

Language has been defined as a system of arbitrary symbols used for human
communication. Language itself is a system of communication that takes important
role for human life. By using language people can transfer and express their thought
and make a great communication with others. Semiotics is the branch of linguistics
which concerns on the study of signs. The kinds of signs may refer to the signs that
emerge in our daily life. In this thes's, the usage of semiotic theory can be applied in
the process of making interpretation to intended meaning emerge on movie posters.
Movieis produced to entertain people by showing and telling a story recorded as a set
of moving pictures to be shown on television or cinema. Therefore, it needs poster as
means to sponsor the movie. Poster brings a lot of signs that convey particular
meaning. In this analysis, the writer has selected five Indonesian movie posters taken
from Indonesian Film Festival. They are Gie (2005), Nagabonar Jadi 2 (2007), Fiksi
(2008), Identitas (2009), and 3hati dua dunia satu cinta (2010).

Moreover, the writer applies Barthes’s theory to dismantle the meaning
(denotative meaning, connotative meaning and myth). Based on the result of the
discussion, the writer concludes that those movie posters bring numerous signs. The
signs include symboalic, iconic, and indexical signs (signifier and signified). Those
signs are represented by its visual expressions (image, written expression, color, tag
line and punctuation). Additionally, denotative and connotative meaning derived from
its signs then they are used to reveal myth (second order of signification). From this
anaysis, the writer finally understands the hidden meaning of the sign posters. In

addition, the economical values of those movie posters are gained by exposing other



ideologies emerge in the poster. The ideologies are nationalism, violence, taboos.
Accordingly, the semiotic analysis in those movie posters is expected to be a means

to dig human understanding about particular issuesin life.
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