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1

The First International Conference on Environmental

Geography and Geography Education (ICEGE) 2018

(ICEGE). It is the 1
st

International conference held bythe Department of Social Science

Education held by FKIP-University of Jember on 17-18 November 2018. This conference

becomes adissemination forum for scientists who are working on theoretical and empirical

research of environmental geography, transportation geography, geography education, social

science and its application.The mission of this conference is to become an annual

internationalforum in the future, wherecivil society organization and representativeresearch

students, academics and researchers, scholars, scientists, teachers andpractitioners from all

over the world could meet and exchange an idea toshare and discuss about research. The aim

of the first conference is to present and discussthe latest research that contributes to the new

ontological,epestimological and axiological knowledge and to a better understanding in

thearea as follows:(1) Environmental Geography; (2) Geography Information System and

Remote Sensing; (3) Geomorphology; (4) Natural Disaster;(5) Economics; (6) History; (7)

Education; (8) Humanities; (9) Social Sciences and (10) Global Science and Studies.

academics and researchers, scholars, scientist, teachers and practitioners from many

countries. The selected papers to be published on IOP Conference Series: Earth and

On behalf of the organizing committee, finally we gratefully acknowledge the support from

the FKIP-University of Jember of this conference. We would also like to extend our thanks to

all lovely participants who have been joining this unforgettable and valuable event..

The participants of this ICEGE 2018 were 305 participants consisting research students,

Editor in Chief of International Conference on Environmental Geography and

Geography Education 2018

E-mail: @unej.ac.id

We would like to express our gratitude to all participant who were joining “The

First International Conference on Environmental Geography and Geography Education”

Environmental Science are 1  papers.

Digital Repository Universitas JemberDigital Repository Universitas Jember

http://repository.unej.ac.id/
http://repository.unej.ac.id/


IOP Conference Series: Earth and Environmental Science

PAPER • OPEN ACCESS

The Committees of The First International
Conference on Environmental Geography and
Geography Education (ICEGE) 2018
To cite this article: 2019 IOP Conf. Ser.: Earth Environ. Sci. 243 011002

 

View the article online for updates and enhancements.

You may also like

Preface-

Comparative Study of Geography
Education Curriculum in Indonesia And
Malaysia
D Ratnasari, Darsiharjo and A Yani

-

Zoning based on the functions of the
geography education field laboratory in the
galunggung mountain area, west java-
indonesia
R As’ari, D Rohmat, E Ningrum et al.

-

This content was downloaded from IP address 125.166.118.207 on 22/03/2023 at 23:46

Digital Repository Universitas JemberDigital Repository Universitas Jember

https://doi.org/10.1088/1755-1315/243/1/011002
https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1755-1315/747/1/011001
https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1755-1315/286/1/012004
https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1755-1315/286/1/012004
https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1755-1315/286/1/012004
https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1755-1315/1089/1/012067
https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1755-1315/1089/1/012067
https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1755-1315/1089/1/012067
https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1755-1315/1089/1/012067
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstRJnWMkxW4F50IqzJNn7j5IpAD8q8phz0pfPXgQCYl2NIVN29vvm6ff6zCbOI5CgEq3npawjb6bKbAJndsnGiDyhe2uj7tiGrPJdLbSAVNrd5_oU0CSelvw2rqoAhRpuQkFSNvi1jqu0kqKQV8Ew068j-7sym2XYB90h9bl00kINxU6BU0MFeq95O1TjUC4kVoVx3YJ7M3XJCluEVHFVBEhEEXa5q1sU0m2HNmYNGHLVw1qXzuHjEQQMIDeS9H9qXeu7tMPP9JU0Mpi6YXPwglAG65g9HwuaFh8M1fTsHhTg&sai=AMfl-YRt-j6weg62uYoy5w42InhP2KSkEBCZ6owbk9Q-VJz_L6g6KuYPvS8qi6JlgcnBt_odsi8T5lARRhS32tw&sig=Cg0ArKJSzPfnmaylARx1&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&adurl=https://iopscience.iop.org/partner/ecs%3Futm_source%3DIOPArticle%26utm_medium%3DNativeArticle%26utm_campaign%3DFTS2023
http://repository.unej.ac.id/
http://repository.unej.ac.id/


Content from this work may be used under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 licence. Any further distribution

of this work must maintain attribution to the author(s) and the title of the work, journal citation and DOI.

Published under licence by IOP Publishing Ltd

ICEGE 2018

IOP Conf. Series: Earth and Environmental Science 243 (2019) 011002

IOP Publishing

doi:10.1088/1755-1315/243/1/011002

1

The Committees of The First International Conference on

Environmental Geography and Geography Education (ICEGE) 2018

Honorable Advisory Leaders

Assoc Prof. Moch. Hasan Rector of the University of Jember

Assoc Prof. Zulfikar Vice Rector of the University of Jember

Assoc Prof. Wachju Subchan Vice Rector of the University of Jember

Prof. M. Sulthon Vice Rector of the University of Jember

Organizing Committee:

Sumardi Chairperson

Kayan Swastika Secretary

Dwi Wahyuni Secretary

Editorial Board

Fahmi Arif Kurnianto University of Jember, Indonesia

Rully Putri Nirmala Puji University of Jember, Indonesia

Novita Nurul Islami University of Jember, Indonesia

Tiara University of Jember, Indonesia

Elan Artono Nurdin University of Jember, Indonesia

Areta Puspa University of Jember, Indonesia

Riza Afita Surya University of Jember, Indonesia

Fahrudi AhwanIkhsan University of Jember, Indonesia

M. Zulianto University of Jember, Indonesia

Bejo Apriyanto University of Jember, Indonesia

Wiwin Hartanto University of Jember, Indonesia

Scientific Committee and Reviewers

Prof. Ranbir Singh Malik University of Edith Cowan, Perth Australia

Prof. Roslan Ismail Universiti Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Prof. Madden Marguerite The University of Georgia, United States

Prof. Chan Jong Kim Seoul National University, South Korea

Chryssy Potsiou National Technical University of Athens, Greece

Assoc Prof. Pudjo Suharso University of Jember, Indonesia

Assoc Prof. Sumardi University of Jember, Indonesia

Prof. Suratno University of Jember, Indonesia

Prof. Joko Waluyo University of Jember, Indonesia

Assoc Prof. Sukidin University of Jember, Indonesia

The committees of the First International Conference on Environmental Geography and

Geography Educationwould like to express gratitude to all Committees for the volunteering

support and contribution in the editing and reviewing process.
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Peer review statement

All papers published in this volume of IOP Conference Series: Earth and Environmental Science have

been peer reviewed through processes administered by the proceedings Editors. Reviews were conducted

by expert referees to the professional and scientific standards expected of a proceedings journal published

by IOP Publishing.
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Abstract. Higher order thinking skills are the ability to think not just recall, restate, or recite

but it reaches several dimensions of knowledge, including metacognitive dimensions. Students

who have higher order thinking skills will be have the ability of connect different concepts,

interpret, problem solving, communication, reasoning, and make the right decisions.

Identification of higher order thinking skills needs to be done through research and the results

are expected to be used as a reference to design of instructional strategies that are appropriate

to the characteristics of students. In this study, identification is done by measuring the ability of

problem solving, communication, and reasoning skills. The results showed that students' ability

to solve of well structured problem including satisfactory but the ability to solve of ill

structured problem needs to be developed. For communication skill, students are still not used

to expressing their ideas in scientific writing. For reasoning skill, although students are able to

reason on some aspects, but in general still not satisfactory. Therefore, it is necessary to

develop a proper physics instructional design and in accordance with the characteristics of

students to teach higher order thinking skills.

1. Introduction

The current curriculum in Indonesia is the 2013 curriculum. Ministerial regulation No. 59 of 2014 on

the 2013 curriculum states that one of the reasons for the improvement of the curriculum is the

existence of internal and external challenges. External challenges are linked to globalization and

environmental issues, technological and information developments, the demands of creative industries,

culture, and the development of education at the international level. One of the improvements of the

curriculum is the demands on process standards and direct assessment to the achievement of high-

order thinking skills or namely called HOTS.

HOTS is a high-level thinking ability, i.e the ability to think not just remember, restate, or recite.

However, HOTS reaches several capabilities: 1) transfering one concept to another, 2) processesing

and implementing information, 3) seeking links from different information, 4) processesing

information to solve problems, and 5) analyzing ideas and information critically [27]. Based on the

dimension of knowledge, HOTS is not merely knowledge in the factual, conceptual, or procedural

dimension but to the metacognitive dimension [1]. The metacognitive dimension describes the

learner's ability to connect several concepts, interpret, problem solving, discovery, reasoning, and

decision making.

Higher order thinking skills may also be used to delineate cognitive activities that are beyond the

stage of understanding. Cognitive activities that are classified as higher order include constructing

arguments, asking research questions, making comparisons, solving non algorithmic complex

problems, dealing with controversies, and identifying hidden assumptions [30]. Characteristics of

mental activity derived from the high order of thinking process often involve complex thinking, non-
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algorithmic, independence in the thinking process and can result in applicative solutions [15, 19, 29].

Other examples of cognitive activities that can be classified as higher-order thinking activities are

argumentation, comparison, problem solving, dealing with difference of opinion, decision making, and

identification of hidden assumptions [31]. Senk et al. state that high order of thinking has a

characteristic to solve special problems and the solutions are results of thinking and reasoning [22].

Futhermore, higher order thinking skills relate to skills of research, problem-solving, exploration and

academic writing, critical thinking and reasoning, and creativity for other material [13, 20]. HOTS

related with emotion regulation, behavior regulation, social communication skills, peer social skills,

teacher relations [21]. Thus, recent trends in science education focus on higher-order thinking skills

[6].

Learning oriented to the achievement of HOTS is the focus of education today because it

provides many benefits for students. The development of higher-order thinking skills, or higher order

cognitive skills by others [2, 33] is the prominent in order to facilitate the transition of students'

knowledge and skills into responsible action, regardless of their particular future role in society [33,

34]. Students� higher order thinking skills were enhanced in terms of their ability to (a) pose complex

questions, (b) present solid opinions, (c) introduce consistent arguments, and (d) demonstrate critical

thinking [15]. Widana states that learning and assessment by involving HOTS provide several benefits

to students [27], i.e. 1) preparing the competence of students to meet the 21st century, 2) fostering a

sense of care about the progress of the region because HOTS assessment is generally based on the

contextual close to the student environment, 3) improving student learning motivation, and 4)

improving the quality of assessment. Students with good HOTS not only have conceptual mastery but

also have good retention of knowledge [10]. HOTS enable students to overcome challenges in the

current information age, where too much information but time is limited for processing [28]. Students

who have high-level thinking skills will be able to analyze a complex condition and be able to initiate

good ideas and arguments [11] so as to compete in today's modern world [5].

Assessment of HOTS plays an important role in assisting students in learning. The assessment

level incorporated into the course had a significant impact on students' conceptual understanding and

final achievement scores. Higher-order assessments may be a key factor in stimulating students to

effectively acquire a deep understanding of the material, an understanding that support, not only

application, analysis and evaluation, but also better retention of the core facts [10]. Diagnosis of

higher-order thinking skills and the development of methods by which one of the most important is the

ability to move from "one-shot thinking toward precise processing" [26]. A striking pattern emerged

that requests higher than average scores on the basis of higher scores on the facts, as evidenced by

higher scores on low-level questions. However, higher-order assessments may not be the most

important, but also better retention of the core facts [10].

Several studies have been conducted to obtain information about students' HOTS abilities. The results

of the International Study Program for International Student Assessment (PISA) indicate that

Indonesian students' literacy is low categorized in: (1) understanding complex information; (2) theory,

analysis, and problem solving; (3) use of tools, procedures, and problem solving; and (4) conduct

investigations [17]. The results of several other studies also show that the achievement of HOTS

students in the category is unsatisfactory [24, 14]. It was our impression that their frustration was not

due to a lack of ability but rather to a lack of experience with exams requiring study strategies aimed

at deep conceptual learning and critical thinking [10]. As was pointed out in a recent review, students

often do not recognize how they learn and thus do not appreciate many beneficial learning tasks [3].

Science learning was directed at the accomplishment of high-order thinking skills that studied in

several studies [4, 9, 12, 15]. A major component of the current reforms in science education

worldwide is the shift from the dominant traditional teaching for algorithmic, lower-order cognitive

skills, to higher-order cognitive or thinking skills [32, 33, 35]. In general, it can be said that higher

order thinking skills become one of the main goals in science learning. HOTS can be trained in the

learning process. Therefore, the learning process should give space to the students to discover the

concept with activity-based knowledge. Activity in learning can encourage learners to build creativity
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and critical thinking. The learning strategy must be appropriate with the characteristics of the students.

Learning should be designed by taking into account the HOTS capabilities possessed by students [4].

For this reason, researchers identify students' abilities towards higher-order thinking skills. The three

higher order thinking skills studied included the ability to complete ill structured problems, reasoning,

and writing skills.

The main problems in this study are:

1. How is the ability of students to complete ill structured problems about dynamics of harmonic

motion and application of newtons� law on seat belt?

2. How is the student's ability to give reasoning accompanied by scientific evidence?

3. How is the ability of students in scientific writing while doing laboratory work?
The results of this study are expected to be used as a reference in designing appropriate learning

strategies and lead to the achievement of high-level thinking skills and taking into consider the

potential of students.

2. Method

2.1 Responden

The research was conducted in three senior high schools in Jember district of East Java, Indonesia.

Each school is adjusted to the skills measured. In the first school, we have studied the problem solving

ability of 164 students. In the second school, we have studie the reasoning ability of 138 respondents.

In the third school, we have studied the scientific writing ability of 36 respondents.

2.2 Research Instrument

Data of high-level thinking skills is obtained through tests conducted after the students follow the

instruction about oscilation, dynamic, and optic. Physics learning is done by applying scientific

approach in accordance with the applicable curriculum demands. Test was designed to measure three

skills, i.e. problem solving, reasoning, and writing skills. The test to measure problem solving ability

is two questions with the topic of dynamics of harmonic motion and the problem of seat belt on the

car. Problems include ill structured problem, i.e. type problem in the form of a description problem

without any clear components. Ill structured problem is a difficult problem and requires higher-order

thinking skills to solve the problem. In ill structured problem, students are given the opportunity to be

creative in solving problems. The solution of ill structured problem varies, depending on the students'

ability to solve the problem. Each individual has a different way of problem solving.

The test to measure the reasoning ability consists of two questions with the topic of the use of

mirrors and lenses. In reasoning tests, students are assigned to answer questions by providing claims,

evidence, and providing reasoning that relate evidence to claims. Students with good reasoning ability

demonstrated true claims and accompanied by sufficient evidence. The link between claims and

evidence should be supported with sufficient scientific explanation. The results of this test are used to

measure students' ability in providing reasoning in the form of scientific explanations.

The scientific writing skills assessment instruments use a student worksheet containing

investigative guidelines, systematic laboratory reports, and investigative steps. After conducting an

investigation, students induce the results of their activities in a scientific paper in the form of

laboratory reports. Scientific writing skills are measured through the assessment of laboratory reports

using rubrics which include eleven components consist of context, accuracy, hypotheses, methods,

data selection, data presentation, conclusions, design limitations, significance, and quality of writing

[23].
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2.3 Data Analysis

The data obtained are further processed and analyzed by assessing and scoring the test results.

Furthermore, the results are used to describe the profile of students' achievement abilities in problem

solving, reasoning, and writing skills. The problem solving problem profile is described based on the

percentage of the number of students and the characteristics of the outcome of the problem in the

answer sheet. The profile of reasoning ability is described based on scoring achievement for every

aspect of reasoning. The profile of scientific writing ability is described based on the scoring

achievement of students' scientific writing ability on eleven aspects of scientific writing.

3. Result and Discussion

3.1 Problem Solving Skills

The first problems posed to students is the application of Newton's law in harmonic motion. Problems

are presented in incomplete information and objectives. The ability of students to solve ill structured

problems in the dynamics of harmonic motion is determined based on the problem solving procedure

consisting of four stages, that is, identifying the problem, planning the strategy, applying the strategy,

and evaluating. The result of problem solving ability assessment for harmonic motion dynamics

problem is shown in Table 1.

Table 1. Problem solving ability about dynamics of harmonic motion.

Percentage number of students

Component of Skills Very

Good
Good Enough Poor

Very

Poor

Indentifying the Problem 32,31 48,78 16,46 1,21 2,43

Planning the Strategy 29,26 15,24 2,40 32,31 20,73

Applying the Strategy 0,60 15,84 13,41 25,00 48,17

Evaluating 33,53 0,00 23,17 0,00 48,17

Based on data in Table 1, it can be explained about the students' ability to identify problems, plan

strategies, implement strategies, and evaluate strategies when solving ill structured problems about the

dynamics of harmonic motion. Based on the data, it can be said that most students have the ability to

recognize problems in the ill structured problem about the dynamics of harmonic motion. Students are

able to identify problems based on the basic concepts of physics, make a list of known physics

quantities, and determine the quantities being asked. When planning the strategy, about half of the

respondents have the ability to plan the strategy and about half of the other respondents have the

ability to plan the strategy of ill structured problem including the category of less and even less.

Students who are able to plan a strategy can demonstrate the ability to create free-body diagrams or

sketches that describe the problem and be able to determine the formula with the appropriate physical

explanation to solve the problem.

For the ability of applying strategy and evaluation, most students have low ability. Students have

not been able to apply the strategy, it means that students have not been able to substitute the value of

known physics to mathematical formula, performing calculations using mathematical formula chosen.

Most students also have not been able to do the evaluation, which means that students have not been

able to give an explanation of the conformity of the answers with the concept of physics and the

suitability of units for the amount of physics.

When completing the ill structured problem in harmonic motion dynamics, number of students

who are able to recognize the problem is almost equivalent to the number of students who are able to

evaluate. The number of students who are able to evaluate is greater than the number of students who

are able to implement the strategy. There are some students who do not identify problems based on the
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basic concepts of physics, do not list the known physical quantities, and do not write down the

quantities that must be determined. In addition, there are also some students who do not make free

object diagrams or sketches that illustrate the problem and do not write the formula with the right

physical explanation to solve the problem. When students are able to evaluate, they are not able to

apply the strategy very well. When applying the strategy, students should be able to explore the

problem space so that students must know all possible alternative answers and choose the most correct

strategy. The ability of evaluation can be seen from the ability of students choose the correct answer

and able to answer the purpose of the problem. Generally, although several students are not able to

explore the problem space but they are able to write and use the correct mathematical formula so that

the answer is correct and able to perform the evaluation including very well category.

The second problem posed to the student is about the use of seat belts on the car, i.e. the application of

Newton's law to a suddenly braked car seat belt. Problems are presented in incomplete information

and objectives. The ability of students to solve ill structured problems in the application of Newtons�

law on seat belt is assessed based on the problem solving procedure consisting of four stages, that is,

identifying the problem, planning the strategy, applying the strategy, and evaluating. The ability of

students in solving ill structured problems on the application of car seat belts is shown in Table 2.

Table 2. The ability of problem solving about application of newtons� law on seat belt.

Percentage number of students

Component of Skills Very

Good
Good Enough Poor

Very

Poor

Indentifying the Problem 29,87 34,75 17,68 12,19 5,48

Planning the Strategy 51,21 27,43 0,00 5,48 15,85

Applying the Strategy 46,34 39,02 0,60 0,00 9,75

Evaluating 55,48 0,00 7,31 0,00 37,19

Based on the data in Table 2, it can be said that half of the respondents were able to recognize

problems when solving ill structured problems about applying Newton's law to the car seat belt.

Students were able to identify problems based on the basic concepts of physics, make a list of known

physics quantities, and determine the quantities being asked. When planning the strategy, more than

half of the respondents were able to plan the strategy. This shows that most students are able to make

free object diagrams or sketches that describe the problem and determine the formula with the proper

physical explanation to solve the problem. Likewise, when implementing the strategy, more than half

of the respondents were able to implement the strategy. This is mean that most students were able to

substitute the value of physical quantities known to mathematical formulas, doing calculations using

mathematical formulas. When evaluating, more than half of the respondents were able to evaluate the

results of problem solving. Most students are able to give an explanation of the conformity of the

answers with the concepts of physics as well as the suitability of units for the quantities of physics.

When students solve the ill structured problem in applying Newton's law on a car seat belt, the number

of students who are able to recognize the problem is very well smaller than in the number of students

who are able to implement the strategy and evaluate. Students generally immediately apply the

strategy to use quantities and values without writing down the known physical quantities. Some

students write strategies that are not coherent and incomplete and the strategies used are not

appropriate. In addition, there are several students who write strategies by using the formula that will

be used. Students immediately write the formula used in the indicator to implement the strategy.

According to students' information during the interview, students were not used to writing strategies so

that they had difficulty in planning strategies. In addition, students are accustomed to memorizing

formulas so that they are difficult in terms of the physical meaning of the formula. Students have
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difficulty solving problems that have never been met before even though the core problem uses the

same concept.

Based on the analysis conducted by researchers, there are some students who are not complete in

writing components to recognize the problem. The percentage of students who are able to apply

strategy is smaller than the percentage of students who are able to evaluate because some students do

not depict free-body diagrams. The student immediately writes a mathematical formula and the answer

given is correct. From the data in Table 2, the percentage of students who are able to recognize the

problem is smaller than the percentage of students who were able to evaluate because some students

were not able to recognize the problem but they were implement the strategy and evaluate

immediately.

3.2 Reasoning

The reasoning ability is based on the reasoning assessment result which consists of two questions

about the application of concave mirrors and the application of convex lenses. The assessment results

for both problems are shown in Table 3.

Table 3. Students� achievement of each reasoning indicator.

Number of Students on Each Topic

Indicator Score Concave

Mirrors
Percentage Convex Lenses Percentage

0 3 2,20% 6 4,40%

Claim 1 13 9,40% 95 68,80%

2 122 88,40% 37 26,80%

0 0 0,00% 1 0,70%

Evidence
1 12 8,70% 4 2,90%

2 29 21,00% 40 29,00%

3 97 70,30% 93 67,40%

0 0 0,00% 2 1,45%

Reasoning
1 116 84,10% 130 94,20%

2 15 10,80% 4 2,90%

3 7 5,10% 2 1,45%

Based on Table 3, it can be seen that most of the respondents are able to provide the right claim and a

few others are still unable to provide appropriate evidence. Likewise for the ability to provide

evidence, most students are able to provide evidence that can support the claim given. Nevertheless,

some students can�t give the reason clearly. Some students are also unable to explain the link between

claims and evidence. Based on these data, it can be said that students are able to provide claims and

evidence but they are less able in providing reasoning about the application of concave mirrors in

everyday life. Slightly different for data on reasoning abilities about the application of convex lenses,

several students are able to provide claims and evidence correctly and others are unable to properly

provide claims and evidence. Most students are not able to reason correctly. Students are also unable

to provide an explanation of the relationship between claims and evidence. In this case, students tend

to be able to provide claims and evidence but are less able to provide reasoning about the application

of convex lenses in everyday life. Many students make claims about concave lenses but provide
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evidence by showing examples of tools in everyday life that use convex lenses. This shows that the

reasoning given by students cannot link claims with evidence. Overall, it appears that students tend to

provide appropriate claims and evidence, but can�t give the right reasoning. Students master

satisfactory ability in providing claims and evidence is categorized as satisfying, whereas the ability to

provide reasoning tends to be in the unsatisfactory category.

3.3 Writing Skills

Scientific writing skills are skills in scientific writing activities that students do to express ideas or

ideas into written form. In this study, scientific writing skills were measured based on reports of

laboratory activities made by students after investigation. Assessment is done using a rubric with

components of context, accuracy, hypothesis, method, data selection, data presentation, conclusion,

design limitations, significance, and quality of writing. The results of the assessment of the laboratory

activity report are shown in Table 4.

Table 4. Students� achievement of scientific writing skills.

Components of Skills
Scores

Reached

Percentage of

Achievement

Context 38 35%

Accuracy 38 35%

Hypotheses Testable 32 30%

Hypotheses Scientific merit 8 7%

Methods 38 35%

Data selection 54 50%

Data presentation 108 100%

Conclusions 22 20%

Limitations of design 0 0%

Significance of research 10 9%

Writing quality 43 40%

Based on the data in Table 4, it can be seen that the achievement of scores for each component of

scientific writing skills is still in the unsatisfactory category, except the ability to present data.

Students still have difficulties in writing the background why the problem being studied is interesting

to investigate. When writing a background, students have not been able to demonstrate the accuracy

and relevance of the background of the investigation. Students also have difficulties in writing

hypotheses, investigative methods, writing data acquisition procedures, and interpreting the results of

investigations in the form of tables or graphs. When writing conclusions, students find it difficult to

explain the relationship between the proposed hypothesis and the data obtained. Although the students

were able to present the data, they still had difficulty in writing an explanation of the weaknesses of

data presentation and errors in data retrieval during the investigation. Students also still have difficulty

explaining the importance of the results of the investigation for subsequent activities. In the use of

grammar, students need to learn a lot using the grammar and spelling used in writing reports.

The results show that high-order thinking skills are still in the less satisfactory category. Based

on the results of this study, the teacher must redesign the learning process. Various strategies can be

integrated into scientific approaches, including dealing in classes with encouraging open-ended class

discussions, and fostering inquiry-oriented experiments [16]. Scaffolding, by others who are more

expert, both peers and teachers also become an alternative in teaching high-order thinking skills
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because the reasoning skills associated with thinking are generally agreed upon by many experts [9].

Open-ended class discussions can enhance higher-order thinking skills because good discussion

involves posing questions, expressing critical views, and providing arguments to support one�s views

[8]. Kuhn argues that teaching to increase higher order thinking skills is essential for equipping

students to participate in and contribute to modern democratic societies [11]. With inquiry-oriented

experiments, students learn how to engage in higher order thinking activity; identifying problems,

formulating possible solutions in the form of generalizations or hypotheses, and evaluating

consequences of possible solutions [18].

4. Conclusion

Higher-order thinking skills reach several dimensions of knowledge and describe cognitive creativity.

Cognitive activities that can be classified as high order include problem solving, reasoning, and

communication skills in the form of scientific writing skills. In this study, it was conducted an

assessment of these skills. The results of the assessment show that some students are capable of some

aspects of ill structured problem solving and others are still not satisfying. For reasoning abilities, the

results of the study showed that most students were able to provide claims and evidence appropriately.

However, many students cannot provide reasoning correctly and rarely provide an explanation of the

relationship between claims and evidence that has been given. For scientific writing skills, research

results indicate that most students have difficulty writing reports of investigative activities in

accordance with appropriate systematics. Based on the results of these studies, it is necessary to create

and innovate of various learning activities that lead to the improvement of higher-order thinking skills.
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